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1.0 INTRODUCTION

These guidelines have been developed to assist the league organisers and competitors.

1.1 Aim

Glasgow Touch Association aims to administer the tournament in an efficient, well organised and as professional a manner as possible, in order to achieve this, we as an organisation have to rely on volunteers and competitors goodwill, time and cooperation. The following guidelines help in this aim.

1.2 Behaviour

The Tournament is intended to be a FUN event and as such all competitors are expected to behave in an honest, cooperative and friendly manner. Personal, verbal, or physical abuse directed towards any individual whether a tournament organiser, competitor or referee will be severely dealt with by the tournament committee. This could result in the following measures being taken:

· Individual Suspension

· Individual Expulsion

· Team loss of points

· Team Suspension

· Team Expulsion

· Combination of the above.

1.3 Liability
Participating Individuals should have read, understood, agree and promise to uphold the Glasgow Touch Association League guidelines and will comply with the rules and regulations in place at Balgray Playing Fields. All individuals agree that participation in any of the above events is at their own risk.

The organisers, committees and owners of Glasgow Touch Association, Balgray Playing Fields, bear no liability for loss, damage or injury to any competitor, spectator, referee or any other individual connected with the associated programme of events.

All competitors must ensure that they are fit enough to take part. All competitors should inform their team mates of any medical condition that may require specialist attention.

2.0 RULES
· Rules are as per Federation of International Touch (FIT).  However in the best interest of developing the sport in Glasgow Referees may use their discretion in applying these rules.  A brief summary of the rules can be viewed online at www.glasgowtouch.org.uk  can be sent out on request.

· There may only be a maximum of 3 males on the pitch at any given time in the mixed division.

· Backchat or abuse of Glasgow Touch Association Referees/Officials will not be tolerated in any circumstances.  All players must adhere to the Code of Conduct at all times; otherwise further action will be taken.

· All Glasgow Touch Association Tournaments/Leagues will be refereed to the best of the referee’s ability under the current FIT rules.

· Please make sure all players have read and understood the attached Code of Conduct.  This is to ensure that everyone enjoy themselves and gets the most out of the sport.
· Please remember the sport is still developing and that players and referees alike should be given the opportunity at the League/Tournament to learn and enjoy the game
3.0 DECISIONS

All Team captains and referees must at the beginning of each night sign off their games.

In areas of dispute the decision of the Tournament Director as advised by the tournament Umpire is final.

All scorecards will be kept until the following week, scorecards may be asked for in case of dispute.

4.0 FIRST AID

A first Aid-kit is available at the control point and several of the regular competitors are trained in first aid.

5.0 THE FACILITY

Please use the lounge for the purchase of refreshments after playing to support the facility.

Do not walk into the lounge with boots

Litter - If you bring it - take it away, especially plastic water bottles.

Dogs - No dogs are permitted to foul the training areas or playing fields at the grounds.

Changing rooms - Male and Female changing rooms and showers are available for use

Personal Property - Do not leave any property unattended.

6.0 FEEDBACK

The Tournament Committee welcomes any constructive feedback related to the better running of the tournament.
7.0 THE LEAGUE

7.1 League Format

· The league will comprise of 8 teams in the mixed beginner division, it is intended they will play each other once over a period of 7 weeks and according to the league placings, Quarter Finals, Semi Finals and Grand Final will be played during the following three weeks. All teams will be involved during these 3 weeks to decide the final placings.
· The league will comprise of 6 teams in the mixed intermediate division, it is intended they will play each other twice over a period of 10 weeks with the winning team being the team with most points.

· The league will comprise of 10 teams in the mens division, it is intended they will play each other once over a period of 9 weeks and according to the league placings, Grand Final, 3/4, 5/6, 7/8, and 9/10 playoffs will be played on the final week.
· The league will comprise of 4 teams in the womens division, it is intended they will play each other three times over a period of 9 weeks and according to the league placings, Grand Final and 3/4 playoff will be played on the final week.

· Tournament organisers reserve the right to reallocate teams to different leagues to that entered and alter the format to suit the number of teams entered.

· The winners of each league will be awarded a League Cup.
7.2 Division Eligibility
All players are eligible for the mens and mixed intermediate divisions.

Only players who are considered to be beginners according to the following guidance will be eligible for the mixed beginners division.

A beginner player is someone whom,
1. Has less than one full seasons touch experience. Where a full season represents involvement not only in the league, but also regular training and participation in one day tournaments.

2. Has participated in the Glasgow league for 3 seasons or less.

Ineligible for the beginners division are players who meet the following criteria,

1. Have played representative touch, either regional or international.

2. Have more than 2 seasons rugby union/league experience.
8.0 THE GAME

8.1 Set-up

To ensure that the tournament gets underway and runs in a timely fashion:

Teams must stand in their starting half in preparation of the hearing the “hooter”.

Referees must stand in the middle of the field wearing a “referees” vest/shirt and hold the match ball.  Team captains are required to be present at 'the toss' to determine who starts the game.
8.2 Rules

Federation of International Touch Rules will be used throughout the tournaments unless stated otherwise.

If an area of dispute arises between FIT rules and those being employed by a particular referee during a game the referee’s interpretation will apply for the duration of the game, unless the matter can be resolved quickly at half time or by a brief stoppage of the game to all parties satisfaction.

The Tournament Umpire and ultimately the tournament Director/ Committee will have the final say on the application of the rules.

8.3 Personal Dress

· No metal studded boots

· No jewellery or watches

· Teams are required to wear a distinctive strip, with numbers on the back.

· Long finger nails should be taped over

8.4 Borrowing Players

· All teams must have registered players in their teams as noted on registration form.

· The on field team should always comprise of at least 3 registered males and 1 registered female for that team in the mixed leagues and 4 registered male or female in the mens and women’s divisions.

· Teams may borrow up to 3 players for any 1 game

· Although accepted, borrowing of players is not encouraged and should only be done as a last resort, common sense should prevail and the players borrowed should not be of too high a caliber as to make the contest unfair towards the team which has a fully registered compliment.

8.5 Points system

Description Points awarded / Penalty

Team No show, Other Team gets 6-0 win

Win 3 points

Draw 2 points
Lose 1 point

8.6 Timing

· Games will be approximately 40 minutes long.
· There will be a hooter to signal the start of the game, half time and one to signal the end of the game.
· Teams change ends at half time.
9.0 DISCIPLINARY POLICY
· All disciplinary matters will be decided on by the Tournament organisers and/or the Tournament Disciplinary Committee.
· All disciplinary matters will be dealt with on the day/night, if possible.

· If the Tournament Organisers are absent then reports will be issued to him within 24 hours of the incident by the Tournament Referees and or affected parties for investigation.
· The Tournament Organisers may elect to inform the STA or the local Police if he deems the incident serious enough to merit further action.

· The Tournament Organisers will decide on the level of penalty in line with the seriousness of the incident.

· All Persons involved in the Tournaments are expected to abide by the FIT rules of Touch.

· All relevant Persons involved in the Tournaments are expected to abide by the following codes of conduct whether players or otherwise.
10. CODE OF CONDUCT

By registering with Glasgow Touch, a player accepts responsibility for complying with the code of conduct detailed below and agrees to the consequences of any breach of the code of conduct.  
The code of conduct refers to the behaviour of a person, persons and/or team involved in any way with the Glasgow Touch Association Tournament. 

Glasgow Touch Association Code of Conduct

Act respectfully towards all officials. If you disagree with an official, have your captain, coach or manager approach the official during a break or after the game in an appropriate manner.  If you feel that the official has failed to address your request, please feel free to come to the information desk to discuss it further.
· The following is not acceptable or permitted in Glasgow Touch Association competitions:

- Verbal and/or physical abuse of officials, Glasgow Touch Association representatives or other players

- Deliberately distracting or provoking an opponent

- Rough, dangerous or violent play

· Play fairly and within the spirit of the game at all times. 

· Respect the facilities and equipment provided. 

· Use of derogatory language based on gender, race or impairment will not be tolerated. 

· Glasgow Touch Association League is primarily about enjoyment, participation and development of the sport. 

· Respect the rights and consider the safety of other participants, parents, administrators, coaches, umpires, officials and volunteers.

If a player transgresses any aspect of the code of conduct, it should be brought to the attention of a Glasgow Touch Association official.  In their absence someone at information should be made aware of the situation.

The Glasgow Touch Association Code of Conduct disciplinary action is a process based on FIT rules.  These rules may be imposed by Glasgow Touch Association officials or management as deemed necessary.

No refunds are available upon suspension or termination of registration.

www.glasgowtouch.org.uk

